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INTRODUCTION 


This booklet has been prepared in conjunction with the Royal Society of 
Canada symposium: "A Century of Canada's Arctic Islands, 1880-1980", to be held 
at Yellowknife, 11-13 August 1980. It is also being produced as part of the 
observance by the Public Archives of Canada of the centenary of the transfer of 
the Arctic Islands to Canadian jurisdiction. It is hoped that the work will encourage 
additional research on the Canadian North. 


This booklet has two parts. The first section describes the role of the Public 
Archives of Canada, the services it provides to researchers, and the means by 
which its material is organized and indexed. The second section describes those 
records of the federal government most fruitful for northern research. Included 
with the description of the actual records are brief outlines, where necessary, of 
the administrative structures and changes of the particular agency represented by 
the record group. Federal government records were obviously created by 
administrative units charged with specific functions; an historical understanding of 
these units -- their creation, purpose, and evolution -- is essential for comprehend- 
ing the scope and significance of the archival records produced by them. Of course, 
these records also transcend purely administrative and constitutional themes. For 
the actual analysis of the various northern sources in the custody of the Federal 
Archives Division, there has been no attempt made to be comprehensive nor to list 
individual file titles and dates. Rather, an effort has been made to provide a 
general impression of the type of material to be found in the principal record 
groups relating to the Canadian North, both those for agencies directly charged 
with the general administration of the Canadian North and those which 
significantly affected northern development. To obtain more detailed and specific 
references, researchers should write or visit the Public Archives and consult the 
finding aids for these and other record groups. 


This guide is limited almost exclusively to the study of textual federal 
government records, which are the most valuable single archival source for 
northern research. The opening of the Canadian North has largely been a result of 
government activity, at first spasmodic and passive, and later active and 
comprehensive. It is this activity, as reflected in the federal archival record, that 
is the subject of the following pages. 


Terry Cook 
Natural Resources Records 
Federal Archives Division 


THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF CANADA AND RESEARCHERS 


The mandate of the Public Archives of Canada, as stated in the Archives Act 
of 1912, is to collect "public records, documents and other historical material of 
every kind, nature and description...." The department is organized into three major 
components: Departmental Administration responsible for exhibitions, publications, 
technical services, and general administration; the Records Management Branch 
responsible for the efficient storage and control of the dormant records of federal 
government departments and agencies; and the Archives Branch responsible for the 
acquisition of historically valuable government records, private manuscripts, maps, 
paintings, drawings, photographs, films, sound recordings, machine-readable data, 
and printed sources. Although the holdings of the various media divisions of the 
Archives Branch certainly have useful material for researchers interested in the 
history of the Canadian North (see Section V below), the records of the Government 
of Canada preserved in the Federal Archives Division likely contain the most 
extensive and useful sources. 


The Federal Archives Division 


The Federal Archives Division is responsible for the appraisal, acquisition, 
custody, and reference of the unpublished historical records created and received 
by the departments and agencies of the Government of Canada since 1867 and of 
some of its predecessors. The holdings of the Division, which occupy 22 kilometres 
of shelf space, document all aspects of Canadian history from the eighteenth 
century to the present. These holdings take such forms as dockets, files, 
letterbooks, reports, registers and indexes, and similar types of written and 
typewritten documentation. 


By the Public Records Order of 1966 (P.C. 1966-1749), the Dominion Archivist, 
under the general direction of the Treasury Board, received complete authority 
over the scheduling, destruction, and retention of all federal records. In meeting 
its responsibility to ensure that all departmental files that have lost their 
administrative usefulness are examined and that records with actual or potential 
historical research value are transferred to the Archives Branch on a regular and 
continuing basis, the Federal Archives Division works closely with the staff of the 
Records Management Branch, as well as with departmental records managers. 
Increasingly, the Division is performing the same functions for a growing number of 
Crown corporations and commissions of inquiry. With the accelerating pace of 
government decentralization, it is also assessing the historical value of regional and 
field office records. Once the records have arrived, the Division prepares suitable 
inventories and finding aids, provides in-person public service and reference, and 
answers telephone and written inquiries concerning the records in its custody. 
Through protective microfilming and physical restoration, it also attempts to 
ensure the conservation of its often fragile holdings. 


The holdings of the Federal Archives Division are organized into separate 
record groups. The archival record group (RG) is generally a body of records of a 
government department, agency, or branch that exhibited administrative continuity 
over time. The records are related functionally and organizationally through 
common file registry systems. As can be seen from the following pages, most 


record groups are confined to single government departments or major branches 
within them. 


Reference Aids and Research Facilities 


Aside from special publications, there are three levels of reference aids 
produced by the Federal Archives Division to help researchers use its holdings: 


|. Historical Records of the Government of Canada in the Federal Archives 
Division, Public Archives of Canada, Terry Cook and Glenn T. Wright, 
compilers, (Ottawa, 1978). This book summarizes the contents of the 
Division by listing the titles and outside dates of the various series within 
each record group. By using it, researchers should be able to assess the 
feasibility of their topics and focus their inquiries before proceeding to 
consult more detailed reference tools. In the forthcoming second edition 
(1980), administrative outlines have been added for each record group in 
order to explain more fully the nature of the agencies which created the 
records. 


2. Inventories. Inventories are prepared for each record group and contain 
for each series, or part of the record group, short administrative histories 
of the sub-unit or office involved and a brief, general mention of the type 
and nature of the records in the series. Inventories also have notes on the 
administrative history of the agency as a whole, information on available 
finding aids, and lists of volumes having access restrictions. 


3. Finding Aids. The Division indexes or lists items down to the single file as 
the basic unit. Finding aids take such forms as contemporary registers of 
correspondence and indexes to registers, shelf lists, file lists, card 
indexes, and for larger, more heavily used record groups computer- 
generated, subject indexes. The latter include portions of the records of 
the Northern Administration Branch (RG 85). 


The above reference tools may be used in the Federal Archives Division 
between 8:30 A.M. and 4:45 P.M., Monday to Friday, during which time archivists 
are also available for consultation. Once researchers have identified and ordered 
the material desired, they can store it in lockers and consult it in the Reading 
Room twenty-four hours per day, seven days a week, including statutory holidays. 


To be fair to other researchers, and to ensure that records are not harmed or 
lost, no original documents may be borrowed for use outside the Archives building. 
However, the Division is committed to extensive microfilming of its holdings in 
order to preserve fragile original records and such microfilmed material may be 
borrowed, three reels at a time, through the inter-library loan system. 


Specific inquiries should be addressed to the Federal Archives Division, Public 
Archives of Canada, 395 Wellington Street, OTTAWA, Ontario, Canada, K1A 0N3 
or telephone (613) 996-8507. 


Access to Government Records 


Access to government records is currently controlled by the Access Directive 
of the Government of Canada. Records more than thirty years old are open to the 
public unless they fall into specific exempted areas. "Exempted records" are those 
the release of which would form a breach of faith with a foreign government, be 
contrary to law, violate the privacy of any individual, or be detrimental to national 
security and intelligence. In addition, personnel records of individual public 
servants may only be released ninety years after the birth of the individual 
involved. At the discretion of the creating department or its successor, some 
federal archival records less than thirty years old, in the custody of the Federal 
Archives Division, may be consulted by researchers. 


SOURCES FOR THE STUDY OF THE CANADIAN NORTH 


I. Records of Agencies Charged with the General Administration of the Canadian 
North 


Certain federal departments and branches have been explicitly responsible for 
the general administration of the Canadian North. The records of these agencies 
are most fruitful for studying northern Canada and are described below in order of 
importance. In all cases, the inclusive dates in the title lines refer to the actual 
records, not the years of operation of the agency itself. Conversely, in the text, 
inclusive dates usually refer to the period during which a particular administrative 
unit operated. 


RG 85 Northern Affairs Program, 1890-1977, 340.5 metres 


The most extensive and useful group of northern records has been produced by 
the Northern Affairs Program and its major direct predecessors: the Northern 
Administration Branch, 1951-1971; the Northwest Territories and Yukon Branch 
(sometimes Bureau or Service), 1922-1951; and the Mining Lands and Yukon Branch, 
1906-1922. These agencies, with the partial exception of the last one, have been 
responsible for administering many social, environmental, economic, and local 
government programmes touching virtually all aspects of life in northern Canada. 
The two territorial governments and the activities of other federal departments in 
the North are also overseen and co-ordinated by the Northern Affairs Program and 
its predecessors. These varied responsibilities have permitted the Program to 
exercise general administrative authority over the affairs of the two territories. 


Although various federal agencies responsible for land surveying, geological 
investigations, and law enforcement had from time to time operated in the North 
before the Klondike Gold Rush, the Yukon Territory Act of 1898 signalled the 
beginning of co-ordinated federal administration in the North. The Act separated 
the booming Yukon of the Gold Rush from the old North-West Territories (under 
whose nominal jurisdiction the North had been) and established it as a distinct 
administrative and political entity. A commissioner, assisted by an appointed (later 
elected) council, was to administer the local government of the Territory -- 
licenses, hospitals, schools, telephones, permits, lot leases, roads and trails, and "a 


multitude of minor affairs of a purely municipal nature" -- and was to report 
directly to the Deputy Minister of the Department of the Interior in Ottawa (see 
RG 91 and RG 15 below). 


The Department of the Interior itself was formed in 1873 to administer all 
federal lands and natural resources on the Canadian prairies, through the Railway 
Belt of British Columbia, and in the far North. Interior was charged with 
incorporating the largely unsettled areas of Canada into John A. Macdonald's 
National Policy, which envisioned an integrated nation from sea to sea. The rapid 
expansion of the West and the North in population, settlement, and resource 
development forced the Department to widen its horizons and structures, with 
various branches subdividing again and again to cope with much enlarged 
responsibilities. In 1881, for example, the Timber, Mines, and Grazing Branch split 
from the Dominion Lands Branch to administer those activities on federal land. In 
1906, as a result of growing coal mining activities in Alberta, increasing petroleum 
and natural gas discoveries on the prairies, and the varied gold and other mineral 
operations in the Yukon, a separate Mines Branch was created from the Timber, 
Mines, Grazing, and Irrigation Branch. In 1909, this new Mines Branch was renamed 
the Mining Lands and Yukon Branch to reflect more accurately the true nature of 
its work. 


The Mining Lands and Yukon Branch was responsible for leasing federal land 
for mining purposes. It administered coal leases and coal mining, quartz and gold 
claims, gold royalties, dredging, hydraulic mining, petroleum and natural gas, 
timber in the Yukon Territory, tar sands, quarries, and water rights. The archival 
records of the Mining Lands and Yukon Branch reflect these activities. Although 
some of the files relate to the prairies, the majority concern mineral resource 
development in the North. 


The increasing significance of the northern functions of the Mining Lands and 
Yukon Branch was reflected by an important administrative change in 1914. The 
annual report of the Commissioner of the Yukon (with the attached sub-reports of 
the Controller, Gold Commissioner, Crown Timber and Land Agent, Director of 
Surveys, and Assistant Gold Commissioner) had until that date been sent directly to 
the Deputy Minister of the Interior. In 1914, the whole apparatus of local 
government (as represented by the annual report of the Commissioner of the Yukon 
Territory) began reporting to the Controller of the Mining Lands and Yukon Branch, 
rather than to the Deputy Minister of Interior. This arrangement continued 
throughout the life of the Mining Lands and Yukon Branch to 1922, although the 
Commissioner's report on local government was replaced by reports of the Yukon 
Gold Commissioner and the Yukon Crown Timber and Land Agent when the local 
government structure of the Yukon and its elected council was drastically reduced 
in 1918. As a result, a small minority of the records of the Branch concern such 
matters as furs, schools, and hostels. Nevertheless, the vast majority of these 
records are mineral claims, reports on and the development of policy and 
regulations concerning such claims, applications, leases, grants, royalties, revenue 
collections, and correspondence. 


In 1922, this growing centralization of northern administration was formalized 
in the creation of the new Northwest Territories and Yukon Branch. Its creation 


rested in no small part on the continued rapid decline of the Yukon (thus rendering 
local government at Dawson less feasible), the 1920 discovery of oil at Norman 
Wells, the establishment in 1922 of Wood Buffalo National Park, and the desire of 
the government to re-establish the pre-war northern voyages -- now called the 
Eastern Arctic Patrol -- to assert Canadian arctic sovereignty. 


The Northwest Territories and Yukon Branch was an independent unit within 
the Department of the Interior, the equivalent of the branches devoted to forestry, 
surveys, water power, and national parks. The responsibilities of the Northwest 
Territories and Yukon Branch were for "all matters, with the exception of mining, 
pertaining to the Department of the Interior and having to do with the Northwest 
Territories and Yukon", encompassing education, welfare, public health, timber, 
trapping, water rights, fishing, agriculture, fur farming, prospecting, surveying, 
game protection, the administration of Wood Buffalo National Park, arctic 
exploration and supply (the Eastern Arctic Patrol), scientific research, inspection 
tours, trading, sovereignty, and all general administration, including licencing 
powers, selling and leasing land, liquor control, maintaining law and order, and 
municipal government services, as well as supervision of the territorial councils and 
ordinances. 


In all these areas the Branch involved itself, usually by monitoring, co- 
ordinating, or regulating private endeavours, rather than by active construction or 
operations on its own part. Nevertheless, the large extent of the Branch's records 
on all these subjects in the custody of the Federal Archives Division is an 
extremely rich collection for northern studies. Although the Northwest Territories 
and Yukon Branch was from time to time called a Service, Bureau, or Section, its 
functions (and the nature of its records) remained relatively unchanged from 1922 
until its disappearance in 1951. Smaller series of records created during the same 
period of the Branch's existence relate to territorial mining lands (in effect a 
continuation after 1922 of the same kind of mining records described above for the 
Mining Lands and Yukon Branch); lands, timber, and grazing files; mining 
supervision and inspection records; and Fort Smith District Office records 
(including wardens! reports of Wood Buffalo National Park). 


The great impetus given to the opening of the Canadian North by the Second 
World War (the Alaska Highway, Canol Project, Northwest Staging Route, and 
several communication networks) was reflected in important administrative 
changes in the post-war years. The Northwest Territories and Yukon Branch was 
replaced in 1951 by the Northern Administration and Lands Branch, which became 
part of the new Department of Northern Affairs and National Resources created in 
1953 (transformed in 1966 to the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development). This greater visibility of northern administration within the federal 
bureaucracy represented a fundamental change in the government's approach to the 
North. After the war it became increasingly involved in active intervention in the 
North, often building its own facilities rather than regulating the efforts of others. 
Moreover, a much greater degree of overall planning and co-ordination of northern 
development was readily apparent. 


The voluminous records of the Northern Administration Branch, which go back 
to the war and forward until the new file system of the Northern Affairs Program 


appeared after 1971, reflect this increased and changed northern activity. The 
records cover such subjects as education, health, welfare, law and order, Inuit 
affairs, land, territorial ordinances and governments, finances, buildings, roads and 
bridges, airports, railroads, radio networks, defence, wildlife protection and 
management, Inuit arts and crafts, licenses, individual communities and settle- 
ments, conferences, private organizations and companies, exploration, scientific 
research, mineral resource development (gold, coal, oil, gas, quartz, etc.), fishing, 
furs, agriculture, public utilities of all kinds, forestry and fire prevention, justice 
and courts, liquor control, and land. Related series of records on many of the same 
subjects were created by the Administrator of the Arctic. There are also some files 
produced by the Northern Research Co-ordination Centre on various projects, 
surveys, and conferences. 


The Northern Affairs Program, after 1971, continued the work of the Northern 
Administration and Lands Branch, with one important exception: government 
responsibility for the Inuit now became part of the Indian and Inuit Affairs 
Program, the former Indian Affairs Branch (RG 10). Still falling under the purview 
of the new Northern Affairs Program were two broad areas: the general 
administration of the North, including support of municipal and territorial 
governments, education, welfare, health, and other social services; and the 
development of Northern resources, including the building of roads and airports, 
maintenance of communications, protection of wildlife and the environment, and 
control of oil and gas exploration and mineral development. To date, the Federal 
Archives Division has received only a few files from the Program. 


All files in RG 85 are listed by number, title, and date. In addition, there are 
contemporary indexes to the letters on the files of the Northwest Territories and 
Yukon Branch and a key-word computer-generated subject index for portions of the 
records of the Northern Administration and Lands Branch. 


RG 22 Indian Affairs and Northern Development, 1867-1976, 120.5 metres 


When the Department of the Interior (RG 15) was abolished in 1936, it was 
replaced in part by four departments in direct succession: Mines and Resources, 
1936-1949; Resources and Development, 1949-1953; Northern Affairs and National 
Resources, 1953-1966; and Indian Affairs and Northern Development, 1966. The 
operational records of the individual branches which existed under one or more of 
these departments (including Interior) are maintained by the Federal Archives 
Division in separate record groups for each branch: Indian Affairs (RG 10), Forestry 
(RG 39), Parks Canada (RG 84), Northern Affairs (RG 85), Mines (RG 86), Surveys 
and Mapping (RG 88), and Water Resources (RG 89). Those records dealing with the 
overall aspects of the Department, such areas as the Deputy Minister's Office, 
Legal Division, Engineering and Construction Service, Information Services, 
Personnel, Technical Services, and Administrative Program, common to all 
branches and particular to none, are kept as an entity in RG 22. These records deal 
with the same subjects in many cases as do those in the separate record groups for 
each branch (such as RG 85), but from a different and usually broader perspective. 
These records also reflect the activities of agencies which report through the 
Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development and all predecessors: the 
Commissioner of the Yukon Territory, the Commissioner of the Northwest 


Territories, the Historic Sites and Monument Board, and the Northern Canada 
Power Commission (RG 96). From 1918 to 1970, the Canadian Wildlife Service (RG 
109) was also under the authority of the minister. As well certain commissions 
which reported to the minister are reflected in the records: the Advisory 
Commission on the Development of Government in the Northwest Territories 
(Carrothers Commission) and the Alaska Highway Pipeline Inquiry (Lysyk Inquiry). 
Therefore, although the records of Indian Affairs and Northern Development relate 
to many areas other than the Canadian North, those which do concern northern 
administration are a most valuable source. 


The main difference between the northern material found in the records of the 
Northern Affairs Program and its predecessors (RG 85), and in those of the 
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development (RG 22), is one of scale. 
In general, RG 85 contains material on the formulation and implementation of 
northern policy at the level of the Northern Affairs Program and down; it tends to 
be narrower in focus than RG 22 -- in effect, the internal operations of the 
Program. In contrast, the records in RG 22 cover a wider canvas -- the relations of 
the Program with the outside world, whether within the same Department (the 
Deputy Minister, Legal Division, Engineering and Architecture Branch, etc.), 
politicians (the cabinet, members of parliament, and provincial, territorial, 
municipal, and foreign governments), or the general public (including citizen, 
business, and environmental lobbying groups). 


The range of subjects covered by the files in RG 22 is as broad as that of RG 
85: ministers' and deputy ministers' speeches, natural resource policy and 
conferences, railroads, roads, mining companies, centennial projects, animal files 
(by species), game laws, Dominion-Provincial Wildlife Conferences, power 
developments, legislation, territorial ordinances, regulations, parliamentary 
returns, exploration and arctic patrols, northern townsites and communities, 
Northwest Territory Council agendas, radio and telephone communications, arctic 
sovereignty, northern defence projects, schools, health facilities, welfare, 
pipelines, Advisory Committee on Northern Development, contracts (for roads, 
bridges, government buildings, Inuit houses, schools, and recreational facilities), 
construction files (by project), land matters (leases, sales, licences, lots, and land 
claims), scientific surveys, and general Inuit affairs, as well as many administrative 
files on departmental reorganizations, functions of branches and divisions, 
personnel matters, and general policy. 


Although most of the files in RG 22 fall between the early 1920s and 1975, the 
collection is the best source, save only RG 85, for the study of northern Canada in 
this century. For most research topics, the relevant files in both record groups 
would have to be used. All files are listed by number, title, and date. 


RG 18 Royal Canadian Mounted Police, 1868-1965, 357.3 metres 


The North West Mounted Police (Royal North West Mounted Police in 1904, 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police in 1920) was established in 1873 to maintain law 
and order in the old North West Territories, which legally included the Canadian 
North as well. Although the NWMP was not charged with the general administration 
of the North, but only with the enforcement of law, it was often the only official 


government presence in the area and, in such an administrative vacuum, frequently 
found itself forced to provide services far beyond its mandate of simple law 
enforcement. Although this was particularly evident in the Yukon during the Gold 
Rush, the situation was also similar across the entire North from the 1880s until at 
least the 1920s. 


Aside from the enforcement of federal and territorial laws and regulations 
(especially regarding liquor), the capture of criminals, and the investigation of 
crimes, the Police also served as fishery and whaling overseers; licence, fee, and 
revenue collectors; mail carriers; assistants to Indian agents on treaty payment 
tours; protectors of Hudson's Bay and other companies' traders; wildlife wardens; 
customs collectors; mining recorders; coroners; justices of the peace; Crown lands 
and timber agents; fire wardens; construction crews (they blazed trails, wagon 
roads, and river routes); telegraph agents; and members of the two territories' 
councils. The NWMP officers on their extensive patrols opened up vast new 
stretches of the country: W.J.D. Dempster in the Yukon, E.A. Pelletier across the 
Barrens, and J.D. Moodie and Cortland Starnes through Hudson's Bay and the Arctic 
Islands were truly modern explorers. In all these roles, the Police wrote reports and 
letters that mirrored conditions on every aspect of the North, from food shortages 
to fishery violations, from prospectors' rowdyism to native hardships, from Dawson 
liquor violations to the plight of the wood buffalo. Its principal agents at the turn 
of the century -- Charles Constantine, Samuel B. Steele, Albert B. Perry, and 
Zachary T. Wood -- offer in their records revealing glimpses of the first years of a 
federal administrative presence in the north. 


The records of the RCMP and its predecessors in RG 18 include the official 
correspondence, letterbooks, accounts, contracts, supplies, and files of the 
Comptroller's Office; the official correspondence, subject files, letterbooks, orders 
and regulations, crime reports, personnel and horse records, and finance and supply 
files of the Commissioner's Office; Divisional and Detachment Records, including 
letterbooks, telegrams, weekly reports, local orders, and daily journals; and modern 
central registry files. Perhaps most revealing is a separate series of Yukon records, 
including letterbooks and general orders of the Dawson City Headquarters, daily 
journals of detachments, and administrative subject files. In addition to registers 
and indexes created by the RCMP, there are file lists to serve as a finding aid for 
these records. 


RG 91 = Yukon Territorial Records, 1894-1951, 155 reels of microfilm 


The Yukon Territory Act of 1898, as noted above, established local government 
in the Yukon. A commissioner was appointed as the chief administrator of the 
Territory to implement the policies and legislation of the Government of Canada, 
as expressed through the Department of the Interior. The commissioner was 
assisted by a six-person, appointed council which consisted of the leading federal 
administrators in the Yukon: the gold commissioner, judge, land titles registrar, 
legal adviser, and NWMP superintendent. The Yukon government was responsible 
for matters of a local nature, such as regulating and licencing local businesses and 
the provision of some rudimentary municipal services. The council gradually 
became totally elective with ten members by 1908. Yet, between 1918 and 1920, 
given the severe decline of the Yukon and its population, the offices of 
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commissioner and gold commissioner were combined, the council reduced to three 
members, and much effective responsibility centralized after 1922 in the new 
Northwest Territories and Yukon Branch in Ottawa. 


The Yukon Territorial Records were loaned to the Public Archives of Canada 
“in the 1960s for organization and indexing. After this was completed, the originals 
were sent to the Yukon Territorial Archives in Whitehorse; a microfilm copy of the 
holdings of RG 91 remains in the custody of the Federal Archives Division. 


The records consist of outgoing correspondence in letterbook format from the 
Commissioner's Office, Gold Commissioner's Office, and Comptroller's Office; 
decisions, orders, and appeals of the Gold Commissioner's Court; territorial 
ordinances; applications (often with supporting details) for town lots in Dawson, 
marriage licences, and liquor licences; and several separate series of subject files. 
These files are a rich source, providing information on such subjects as doctor's 
fees, taxes, homestead land, local elections, roads, the fire department, surveys, 
schools, mining claims and methods, Indian reserves, postal service, dance halls, 
gambling, churches, missions, telephones, wireless, courts, permits, ordinances, 
licences, hospitals, timber lots, the cost of living, steamships, sewer systems, 
northern defence, scientific expeditions, customs, aviation, floods, individual 
companies, diseases, sports, tourism, water diversion, the White Pass and Yukon 
Railroad, cemeteries, the North West Mounted Police, saw mills, and farming, 
among many others. While the letterbooks are for the 1898 to 1924 period, the files 
continue until the 1950s. A file list serves as the finding aid to these records. 


RG 15 Interior, 1821-1961, 654.3 metres 


As noted before, the Department of the Interior was created in 1873 to 
administer the land and natural resources of the prairies and the North. After the 
settlement process in the West had been largely completed, control of natural 


resources was given to the prairie provinces and Interior lost most of its raison 


d'étre. It was abolished in 1936, and its remaining federal responsibilities were 
assumed by the new Department of Mines and Resources and its many successors 
(see the entry for RG 22 above). In large part, the many branches of Interior 
(Northwest Territories and Yukon, National Parks, Forestry, Water Power, etc.) 
continued on after 1936 in other departments and maintained their records systems 
intact; accordingly, these records, as in the case of RG 85, have all been assigned 
to separate archival record groups. As a result, the records in RG 15 are now 
composed primarily of the records of the Dominion Lands Administration plus some 
scattered materials created by the deputy minister or the departmental 
secretariat. 


In the Deputy Minister's Office records, there is material relating to the 
Canadian Arctic (maps, memoranda, reports, documents, and publications on the 
Arctic Islands; pay lists of CGS Arctic; and extracts of F.H. Kitto's report on the 
Mackenzie District); federal and territorial expenditures in the Yukon; depart- 
mental organization and staff; resource agreements; and orders in council. 


The records of the Dominion Lands Administration contain several] useful areas 
for northern research. The precursor of the Mines Branch and the Mining Lands and 
Yukon Branch (see RG 85 above) was from 1881 to 1906 the Timber, Mines, 
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Grazing, and Irrigation Branch. Although most of its records relate to the West, a 
significant number after 1898 refer to the Yukon. In content, they are virtually the 
same as the records described for the Mining Lands and Yukon Branch records in 
RG 85. Patents for homestead land received from the Crown are also available, and 
may be located for Dawson by land lot and group number or by the surname of the 
homesteader. Another useful source is the applications by the Métis of the 
Mackenzie River District in 1921 for a grant of $240 for the extinguishment of 
their Indian title. These applications, often with useful supporting documents, have 
an alphabetical index. 


The best source in RG 15 on the North is the central registry files of the 
Dominion Lands Branch. Although the vast majority of these files relate to western 
settlement and resource development, there is nevertheless significant northern 
material scattered through the series. There are files, for example, on such 
subjects as arctic sovereignty, Wrangel Island, Stefansson's northern activities, 
extension of the Fisheries Act to the Northwest Territories, the Yukon Gold Rush, 
the Alaska boundary, the Hudson Bay expeditions, William Ogilvie's northern trips, 
Bernier's planned North Pole expedition, and CGS Arctic. 


Almost all records in RG 15 are listed. In addition, most land records are 
indexed by lot or sectional designation and by homesteaders' surnames. There are 
also subject indexes to certain file series. 


RG 10 ‘Indian Affairs, 1677-1978, 1731.2 metres 


Indian affairs in Canada have been administered by the Indian Affairs Branch 
within numerous departments (from 1880 to 1936 it was itself a separate 
department). The Branch -- since 1971 the Indian and Inuit Affairs Program -- has 
been responsible for the education, economic development, resource administra- 
tion, local government, social assistance, housing, and lands and membership 
registration for Canadian Indians, as well as treaty negotiations, annuity payments, 
trust funds, enfranchisement, and reserve allocation. 


Treaties 8 and 11 cover Indians north of 60 degrees. For these natives, the 
records of the Indian Affairs Branch for all its functions are relevant; therefore, 
the Branch is the principal federal administrative agency for these people. These 
records take the form of extensive central registry files, as well as records of the 
Superintendent General's Office, Deputy Superintendent General's Office, Trust 
Fund Office, Schools Branch, various investigative commissions, and fourteen 
separate superintendency and forty-eight agency offices across the country. 


Most Indians of the Yukon and of the eastern half of the Northwest Territories 
are not, however, covered by treaties. Nevertheless, the Indian Affairs Branch did 
become involved in their welfare. While obviously no annuity or treaty payments 
were made, the Branch did establish agencies to administer areas of non-treaty 
Indians, especially regarding schools and relief. Consequently, Indians Affairs 
records offer a great deal of information on native conditions and general 
administration in the North. Aside from the usual file lists, the records may be 
located through contemporary registers and indexes and a modern computer- 
generated subject index. Few records created since 1971 have been transferred to 
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the Federal Archives Division; records concerning Inuit administration before that 
date are found in RG 85. 


Il. Records of Agencies Involved Significantly in the Canadian North 


Although the agencies described above were responsible for the general 
administration of the Canadian North, many other units of the federal government 
have been, while carrying out their normal mandates, significantly involved in 
northern development. While compared to such agencies' overall work, their 
northern role may certainly have been limited, rather than general, and restricted 
perhaps to particular decades or periods. It nonetheless made a noted impact on 
northern Canada. The role of these agencies and the nature of their northern 
involvement and northern-related records are described below very briefly, in 
record group order. This section is designed to give researchers no more than a hint 
of areas they may profitably explore more fully. The finding aids in almost all cases 
are file lists. 


RG 2 Privy Council Office, 1846-1978, 565.5 metres 


The Privy Council Office assists in the transaction of cabinet business, drafts 
orders in council, and co-ordinates the operations of cabinet committees and task 
forces. As a result, although its work touches on every aspect of the role of the 
federal government, much regarding federal northern administration may be found 
in many series in RG 2. Orders in council alone grant the authority for territorial 
constitutional changes, land ownership and transfers, appointments of senior 
officials, establishment of royal and other commissions, and financial commit- 
ments, among many other things. 


More particularly, the records of the Cabinet War Committee reflect all 
aspects of the work of the Permanent Joint Board of Defence which regulated 
Canadian-American relations during the Second World War. The minutes, supporting 
documents, and final decisions of the Cabinet War Committee relate to the Alaska 
Highway, Canol Project, air defence bases, radio networks, Northwest Staging 
Route, and raw materials. for defence projects. There are also central registry files, 
for most of the same subjects, which are more interpretive and operational in 
nature. 


RG 7 Governor General's Office, 1774-1966, 234.6 metres 


Before the establishment of the Department of External Affairs in 1909, most 
correspondence to Canada from the British and foreign governments was received 
by the Governor General as the representative of the Crown. Correspondence from 
the Colonial Office in London in particular is very revealing about early days in the 
North: the transfer of Rupert's Land and the Arctic Islands to Canada, the Alaska 
and other boundary issues, arctic sovereignty, protection of the musk-ox, the Low 
and Bernier expeditions, and Greenland, among other subjects. These records take 
the form of dispatches and files. The British Embassy in Washington also sent the 
Governor General copies of Canadian-related correspondence dealing with Anglo- 
American relations, including whaling, seals, American arctic expeditions, 
Canadian policing and American citizens in the North, sovereignty, and Alaska. 
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After 1909, although the Governor General had less influence, he still 
maintained a series of informational files on many topics regarding foreign 
relations and defence in the North. Because other departments' files are often less 
than complete, this series is useful. As well there are files on tours in the North by 
various governors general and foreign dignitaries, including speeches, itineraries, 
and local arrangements. 


RG 12. Transport, 1841-1976, 501.6 metres 


Established in 1936, the Department of Transport was formed by an 
amalgamation of the former Departments of Marine, Railways and Canals, and 
National Defence (Civil Aviation Branch). The registry files of the Department of 
Transport contain much useful information on Canadian-American wartime defence 
projects, such as the Alaska Highway, Canol, and the Mackenzie Air Route, and on 
such post-war projects as the Early Warning Defence Systems. 


Telecommunications in the North is another prominent theme occurring in 
these registry files. One example amongst many would be files on the Northwest 
Communications System providing commercial telephone and telegraph services 
from Edmonton to the Yukon-Alaska border. Although material on telecommunica- 
tions is especially voluminous, there are air and marine transportation files 
scattered throughout. Surface transportation is not well represented, as these 
projects tend to be of recent vintage and few in number. Obvious exceptions are 
the files of the Klondike Mines Railway and other Yukon railways. Likewise, the 
Arctic Transportation Agency is not well represented, being of recent vintage 
(formed in 1971). 


One final category of files should be mentioned, those dealing with arctic 
exploration. They predate the Department of Transport, which incorporated 
correspondence created by the Department of Marine. The various arctic 
expeditions of Bernier, Low, and Stefansson are examples, as well as those of other 
less prominent travellers in the North. 


RG 24 National Defence, 1870-1977, 3246.2 metres 


This Department was established in 1922 by the amalgamation of the 
Department of Militia and Defence, the Department of Naval Service, and the Air 
Board. Among its many records are files on such northern operations, primarily 
during the Second World War, as the Alaska Highway, Canol, Northwest Staging 
Route, airfields and aerodromes, RCAF site plans, naval radio stations, American 
accommodations in the North, trade with Alaska, American surplus supplies, 
Defence Research Board activities, and general communications. Aside from the 
Department's deep involvement with the Americans in northern defence projects as 
reflected in files on the above subjects, its regular records on individual forces 
units, military districts, recruiting, etc., detail the efforts of northerners involved 
in Canada's wars. 


RG 25 External Affairs, 1876-1965, 452.7 metres 
Since its establishment in 1909, the Department has co-ordinated the relations 


of Canada with the outside world. In its connections with Great Britain (dating in 
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these records from the founding of Canada House in 1880) and the United States, 
External Affairs carried on the work of the Governor General's Office (RG 7 above) 
and in many cases dealt with the same subjects: arctic sovereignty, whaling, 
sealing, British mining and other investments in the North, immigration, defence, 
boundaries, wildlife protection, and so on. Material created by the Washington 
Embassy regarding American interests in the Canadian North, particularly the 
many joint defence projects of the 1940s, is also very useful. 


RG 36/7 Special Commissioner for Defence Projects in Northwest Canada, 
1943-1947, 5.2 metres 


In 1940, the Canadian and American governments established the Permanent 
Joint Board of Defence, which had the responsibility to recommend the construc- 
tion of various transportation and communication facilities and the development of 
natural resources in northern Canada. The Office of Special Commissioner for 
Defence Projects in Northwest Canada was established in 1943 as a liaison between 
Canada and the United States to supervise and co-ordinate the activities of the 
Permanent Joint Board and to ensure continuous, effective Canadian participation 
in these projects. The Commissioner reported directly to the Cabinet War 
Committee (see RG 2 above) and was largely guided in his work by policy decisions 
made at that level. The records relate to the Cabinet War Committee itself, the 
Canol Project, the Northwest Staging Route, airfields and aerodromes, the Alaska 
Highway, natural resources, United States' accommodations and leases, trade with 
Alaska, and air communications. 


RG 42. Marine, 1762-1967, 155.1 metres 


Until it became part of the new Department of Transport in 1936, the 
Department of Marine -- on its own or united with Fisheries -- had since 1868 been 
responsible for ports and harbours, marine inspection, ship registration, pilotage, 
and navigational aids. The history of Canadian ships and crews involved in the 
North is reflected in such records. 


More important, however, was the sponsorship by the Department of Marine -- 
occasionally with the Department of Naval Services, whose relevant records are 
also in RG 42 -- of several very important official government expeditions to the 
Arctic, including A.R. Gordon's investigations of Hudson Bay, 1884-1886; William 
Wakeman's patrol in 1897 past Baffin Island; CGS Neptune voyage of 1903; J.E. 
Bernier's three voyages, 1906-1911; the Canadian Arctic Expedition, 1913-1918; and 
the Hudson Straits Expedition, 1927-1928. These voyages not only helped to 
establish Canadian sovereignty in the Arctic through occupation, but also collected 
whaling licence fees, supplied North West Mounted Police detachments, delivered 
mail, made meteorological observations, monitored fish and wildlife conditions, and 
discovered and explored many of Canada's Arctic Islands. The central registry files 
of the Department of the Marine contain details of several of these voyages, 
especially Bernier's and those of the Canadian Arctic Expedition. For the latter, 
not only are there registry files on most individuals involved, organized by name; 
supplies and equipment; the rescue of CGS Karluk; the Stefansson-Anderson 
controversies; estimates; individual diaries; progress reports; mail; and scientific 
data, but also special Canadian Arctic Expedition records consisting of the official 
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journal of Stefansson's northern party, logs and accounting books of CGS Polar 
Bear, meteorological and tidal observations, and newspaper clippings. 


RG 45 Geological Survey of Canada, 1842-1953, 48.2 metees 


Since its establishment in 1842, the Geological Survey of Canada has 
conducted extensive scientific investigations and field surveys to determine the 
extent of Canada's natural resources. Because it was often in advance of the 
Topographical Surveys Branch (see RG 88 below) of the Department of the Interior, 
the GSC did extensive surveying and mapping as well. Its work also led naturally to 
the creation of the national museums, for many years under GSC control. 


Because of its role, the GSC was responsible for exploring and publicizing vast 
areas of the Canadian North. The expeditions of Robert Bell to Hudson Bay in 1884 
and 1885, Baffin Island in 1897, and Great Slave Lake in 1899; of G.M. Dawson and 
R.G. McConnell all through the Yukon and down the Mackenzie in 1887; of Joseph 
B. Tyrrell across the Barrens from Lake Athabasca to the Thelon River in 1893 and 
1894; of A.P. Low in Ungava in 1893 and 1894 and aboard CGS Neptune all through 
the Arctic Islands in 1903; and of J. Mackintosh Bell and Charles Camsell on Great 
Bear Lake and the Coppermine in 1899-1901 -- these remarkable exploits, and 
others less famous like them, by the Geological Survey of Canada "did more than 
any other organization or group of persons to make the resources of northern 
Canada known to the government and to the public in Canada and the world over. 
By dispelling so much of the ignorance of the potentialities of northern Canada, 
they prepared the way for future advances of Canada's mining, forest, and farming 


frontiers." (Morris Zaslow, The Opening of the Canadian North, 1870-1914, p. 86) 


In their reports, scientific papers, field notebooks, and general correspondence, 
GSC geologists and naturalists commented on many characteristics of the northern 
areas in which they worked: soil, forest conditions, mineral deposits, geological 
formations, climate, water power sites, travel routes, fish and game, and the native 
inhabitants and settlements they encountered. This valuable information on the 
north and the pioneering role of the GSC itself is revealed in its records, which 
take the form of the Director's letterbooks of outgoing correspondence, surveyors' 
field notebooks, Chief Geologist's files, and central registry files. 


RG 88 Surveys and Mapping Branch, 1857-1971, 80.5 metres 


This Branch has been primarily responsible for the extension of an accurate, 
comprehensive, and co-ordinated survey system of Crown land as a basis for 
discovery, settlement, resource development, and defence. Its predecessors have 
also been involved in astronomical and metrological work, irrigation, water power, 
and international and interprovincial boundary surveys. Although less active 
than the Geological Survey, the topographical surveyors -- led in the north by 
Otto Klotz, Thomas Fawcett, Guy Blanchet, and especially the intrepid William 
Ogilvie -- had a significant role in preparing northern Canada for settlement and 
development. 


The main files series in RG 88 is the Surveyor General's Correspondence, which 


consists of incoming and outgoing correspondence with individual surveyors in the 
field, including instructions, reports, accounts, equipment lists, maps, and 
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memoranda on the survey party's activities. Many of these surveyors worked in the 
North and their reports occasionally contain lyrical passages on the landscapes they 
were traversing. There are, in addition, specific subject files covering such topics 
as William's magnetic north pole expedition, Behring Sea arbitration, weather 
stations in the Arctic, W.F. King's report (1905) on Canadian sovereignty over the 
Arctic Islands, Count de Sainville on the Arctic Coast and Mackenzie River, Yukon 
telegraphic communications, the Edmonton-Klondike route, A.R. Gordon's report on 
Churchill, field notes for some Yukon mining claims, and the Yukon-British 
Columbia-Northwest Territories boundaries. 


RG 96 Northern Canada Power Commission, 1898-1970, 80 cm 


In 1948, the Northwest Territories Power Commission was created to construct 
and operate power and utility plants. In 1950, the Yukon Territory was added, and 
in 1956, the name was accordingly changed to the Northern Canada Power 
Commission, which now maintains sixty-one plants. The records deal largely with 
the Northern Light, Power and Coal Company and its three subsidiaries: Dawson 
Electric Light and Power Company, Dawson City Water and Power Company, and 
the Yukon Telephone Syndicate Limited, all of which were taken over by the 
NCPC. The records consist of official seals, stock books, minutes, by-laws, 
contracts, and mortgages. 


III. Records of Investigative Bodies and Commissions 


Several important royal commissions and commissions of inquiry have been 
appointed to investigate aspects of northern development. These are described 
below in record group order. Many other commissions -- those on coal, 
transportation, and radio broadcasting, for example -- doubtlessly include 
incidental material on northern, as well as the rest of, Canada. Included below, 
however, are only those commissions explicitly and exclusively devoted to aspects 
of Canada north of 60 degrees. 


RG 33/30 Commission on the Staking of Certain Areas of the Crown in the North 


West Territories and Yukon Territory, 1951, 1 cm 


The records consist solely of the final report of the Commission which was 
charged to investigate the practices of the Sun Oil Company and the California 
Standard Company. regarding the staking of certain areas pursuant to the 
Regulations for the Disposal of Petroleum and Natural Gas Rights in the Yukon and 
Northwest Territories. The Commissioner was Kenneth J. Christie, Chief Mining 
Inspector of the Northwest Territories. 


RG 33/31 Royal Commission on the Administration of Quartz and Placer Mining 
in the Yukon Territory, 1954, 1 cm 


When the government proposed putting quartz and placer mining in the Yukon, 
previously regulated by the Yukon Quartz Mining Act and the Yukon Placer Mining 
Act, under a system of regulations arising from the Territorial Lands Act, as was 
the case in the Northwest Territories, there was "considerable opposition" 
expressed by interested Yukoners. Accordingly, this Commission under George E. 
Cole, an independent mining engineer, was appointed to investigate the issue. The 
records consist of his final report. 


RG 33/76 Commission on Certain Charges Preferred Against Many Government 
Officials in the Yukon Territory, 1898, 20 cm 


The records consist of a typescript of the proceedings of the Commission 
which investigated charges of malfeasance against officials in the Yukon during the 
early months of the Klondike Gold Rush. Many complaints were received that 
government officials accepted bribes in exchange for granting rich placer claims or 
used prior and privileged knowledge to stake valuable claims for themselves or 
their friends. The Commissioner was William Ogilvie, the celebrated surveyor- 
explorer and Commissioner of the Yukon Territory. 


RG 33/105 Royal Commission on the Potentialities of the Arctic and Sub-Arctic 
Regions of Canada asa Grazing Country for the Development of 
Musk-ox and Reindeer Herds for Commercial and National Purposes, 
1919-1921, 20 cm 


Appointed in 1919, this Commission investigated the feasibility of establishing 
a reindeer and musk-ox industry in the North. Resulting from the Arctic 
experiences and lobbying pressure of Vilhjalmur Stefansson, the noted Arctic 
explorer, the Commission was created by the government as a useful forum for 
publicizing the idea of the domestication of reindeer and musk-ox. It was hoped 
that the domestication of such native northern animals, rather than the importation 
of such southern animals as cattle and sheep, would allow the Canadian North to 
become "a great permanent meat and wool producing area." The Chairman was J.G. 
Rutherford, and members included Stefansson himself and J.B. Harkin, 
Commissioner of Dominion Parks. The records contain two volumes of hearings, 
transcripts, and the final report. 


RG 33/107 Commission on Claims of Certain Canadian Pelagic Sealers Alleged to 
have been Damnified by Reason of the Pelagic Sealing Treaty of 7 July 
1911 Between Great Britain and the United States, Russia, and Japan, 
and by the Paris Award Regulations of 1893, 1913-1915, 1.5 metres 


This Commission investigated over sixteen hundred claims for compensation 
filed by pelagic sealers. Denied the right to take seals as a conservation measure, 
the sealers applied for compensation, filing documents that reveal much about the 
nature of the northern seal fishery. The Commissioner was L.A. Audette. The 
records consist of transcripts of hearings, minute books, claims, correspondence, 
and the draft and final reports. 


RG 33/110 Commission on the Treadgold and Other Concessions in the Yukon 
Territory, 1903-1904, 20 cm 


This Commission was instructed to determine the optimum requirements for 
the removal of gold from the Klondike and to examine the control of water needed 
to work the stream gravels and river banks by hydraulic methods. The government 
had received many complaints that large operators, especially A.N.C. Treadgold, 
were buying out individual claims and consolidating these into large properties 
needed for efficient hydraulic mining. This large-scale mechanization would have 
reduced severely the population and, it was feared, the development of the Yukon 
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Territory. The Commissioners were B.M. Britton, B.T.A. Bell, and J.E.. Hardman. 
The records consist of transcripts of the hearings and the final report. 


RG 36/13 Advisory Commission on the Development of Government in the 
Northwest Territories, 1965-1966, 50 cm 


Under the Chairmanship of Dean A.W. Carrothers, the Commission was 
appointed to advise the Minister of Northern Affairs and National Resources on the 
political and constitutional development of the Northwest Territories. The records 
contain verbatim reports of public hearings; abstracts of briefs, submissions, and 
hearings; and descriptions of settlements. Additional records of the Commission 
may be found in RG 22. 


RG 126 Mackenzie Valley Pipeline Inquiry, 1970-1977, 15.8 metres 


Under Commissioner Mr. Justice Thomas R. Berger, the Mackenzie Valley 
Pipeline Inquiry investigated the conditions under which a pipeline should be built 
down the Mackenzie Valley to bring Arctic resources to southern markets, paying 
particular attention to the social, economic, and environmental impacts of such an 
energy corridor and to native land claims. Because of its many and widely- 
scattered hearings in northern communities and the numerous exhibits it received, 
the Inquiry's records mirror not only resource and pipeline concerns, but also every 
aspect of life in the North. The testimony of the Inuit and Indians about their 
traditions, legends, and lifestyles; of white settlers about their history and 
communities; and of resources companies about their development proposals, is 
particularly revealing. The records consist of verbatim transcripts of the Inquiry's 
formal and community hearings; submissions and exhibits received from the public; 
and files, speeches, maps, photographs, and reports. 


IV. Other Record Groups 


Many of the 128 record groups in the Federal Archives Division contain 
material useful to researchers interested in the North. As mentioned earlier, the 
best means of gaining an overview of the nature of the record groups is by 
consulting Historical Records of the Government of Canada in the Federal Archives 
Division, Public Archives of Canada and then by utilizing the Division's inventories 
and finding aids. Certainly nothing more can be given here than the most cursory 
glance at the obvious highlights of several other record groups of agencies which 
from time to time have been involved in northern Canada. 


The records of the Post Office (RG 3) contain inspectors' reports, information 
on individual post offices, and material on northern mail services and routes. Some 
sources on the Yukon Field Force are located in the records of the Department of 
Militia and Defence (RG 9). Public Works records (RG 11) contain additional 
information to that found in RG 85 on the federal construction of buildings, 
bridges, and roads in the North, as well as such special projects as the Yukon 
Telegraph System. Experimental farm work is documented in the records of 
Agriculture Canada (RG 17). The Department of Finance (RG 19) generated 
material on territorial finances, assistance to northern municipalities, and taxation 
agreements. The records of Energy, Mines and Resources and its predecessors (RG 
21) include those relating to the Emergency Gold Mining Assistance Act, the files 
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of which contain a wealth of information on gold companies operating in the North. 
Records of the Department of Fisheries (RG 23) contain information on whales, 
seals, licencing, illegal fishing, pollution, and northern fishery inspectors. The 
Department of National Health and Welfare (RG 29) is, in the course of its normal 
operations, much involved in the health of northern communities, not only in the 
administration of such general programmes as medicare, welfare, and pensions, but 
also in such special areas as dental and child care, nutrition, blindness, quarantine, 
and mental health. The actual personnel files of many leading public servants for 
many federal departments and agencies involved in the North (Charles Camsell, 
A.P. Low, Robert Bell, O.S. Finnie, for example) may be found in the records of 
the Public Service Commission (RG 32). The Resources for Tomorrow Conference 
of 1961 (RG 47/1) explored, between the federal and provincial governments, 
possibilities for the better development and management of Canada's renewable 
resources. The minutes, budgets, estimates, and personnel records of the Treasury 
Board (RG 55) provide information on the financial underpinnings of federal 
involvement in the North. The files of Defence Construction Limited (RG 83) relate 
to the various northern Early Warning Systems. Parks Canada records (RG 84) 
detail many species of northern wildlife, the administration of Wood Buffalo 
National Park, and Historic Site Service reports on the Yukon. The records of the 
Mines Branch (RG 86) concern, in part, northern mining roads, uranium exploration 
in the North, and various territorial and arctic expeditions. The documentation of 
the National Energy Board (RG 99), which is responsible for the regulation of oil 
and gas pipelines and exports, naturally has northern implications. Finally, the 
records of the Canadian Wildlife Service (RG 109) document the field operations of 
the Canadian Reindeer Project. 


The above sources quite literally only scratch the surface of the rich 
possibilities for northern studies in the records created by the Government of 
Canada. It is no great exaggeration to say that the possibilities for fruitful inquiry 
into the history and development of Canada's North among the holdings of the 
Federal Archives Division need only be limited by the researcher's imagination and 
time. 


V. Other Media Sources 


Although a survey of sources for the historical study of northern Canada 
outside the holdings of the Federal Archives Division is well beyond the scale and 
scope of this booklet, researchers should at least be aware of the nature of the rich 
documentary collections relating to the North held in other media divisions of the 
Public Archives of Canada. 


The Manuscript Division holds the private papers of individual Canadians, 
associations, Companies, and institutions of national significance. The papers of 
Prime Ministers Laurier and King, and of their principal lieutenants Clifford Sifton 
and C.D. Howe, for example, contain much on the early assertions of arctic 
sovereignty and Canadian-American wartime defence projects in the North, 
respectively. The records of public servants (R.M. Anderson, Charles Constantine, 
Diamond Jenness, J.B. Harkin), explorers (Stefansson, Ogilvie, Bernier, Stokerson), 
and companies (Yukon Consolidated Gold Mining Corporation) are obviously 
essential sources. In addition, the personal diaries, letters, and even cairn 
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documents of missionaries, fur traders, explorers, surveyors, police officers, and 
prospectors often contain poignant comments and useful information. 


The National Map Collection holds nearly one million cartographic items, 
many relating to the Canadian North. The earliest maps from the beginnings of 
exploration up until the end of the nineteenth century were often drawn by 
explorers (or their assistants) in searching for the elusive North West Passage, 
attempting the several rescue missions of Sir John Franklin, or establishing sea 
routes for the fur trade. Included among these maps are works by Jens Munck, Luke 
Foxe, Samuel Hearne, Alexander Mackenzie, and William Baffin. The Collection 
also has extensive Arctic Ocean hydrographic charts and the maps of the Canadian 
Arctic Expedition, as well as such precise modern maps as those produced by the 
Inuit Land Use and Occupancy Study. 


The Picture Division collects Canadian paintings, drawings, and prints 
documenting the country's past. Many voyages to the arctic waters before the age 
of photography included an artist to record the events of the trip. The artistic 
works of such men as George Bach and Robert Hood who accompanied Franklin, of 
Walter Waller May, Sir John Ross, and Samuel Gurney Cresswell, recorded the 
landscapes and peoples of the Arctic as well as the occurrences of the expeditions 
themselves. These works have a documentary as well as an aesthetic value, for 
they recorded the first visual image of the Arctic that could be made available to a 
wide public audience. 


Similarly, the National Photography Collection preserves Canadian historical 
photographs. The advent of the age of photography meant that a photographer 
rather than a sketcher or painter accompanied most of the official government 
expeditions to the Arctic at the turn of the century. The photographs of Robert 
Bell on the Gordon expeditions; of Graham Drinkwater on the Wakeham patrol; of 
A.P. Low on the cruise of CGS Neptune; and of Grace Moodie, F.D. MacKean, and 
J.T.E. Lavoie on Bernier's expeditions provide realistic detailed documents -- which 
the impressionist images of the sketcher could never achieve -- of the opening of 
the North. 


The Public Archives Library has an extensive collection of pamphlets and 
brochures (several of which relate to the North), as well as copies of departmental 
annual reports, parliamentary debates, and numerous reports, books, and periodicals 
issued by government departments. 
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